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THE ACCELERATED READER PROGRAM

The Accelerated Reader program is a computerized comprehension-based reading program that allows the student to choose a novel and then tests him or her upon completion.  The tests are all multiple choice with either ten or twenty questions.  This program accounts for 10% of the student’s overall grade.

Here’s how the program works:

1.  Each student will choose a novel to read based on his or her own assessment of reading level and personal interests.  Novels range from middle school appeals to adult fiction.  Students need to keep in mind that the books are not monitored by the teacher, so they should choose books that would be acceptable to their parents.

2.  Students are given time to read in class every day for twenty minutes.  Each student will quietly engage in reading, either by reading the chosen Accelerated Reader book, or by reading something chosen by the teacher.  Talking, sleeping, doodling or doing other things besides reading is not an option.  At the end of silent reading time, the student will log his or her reading into a log form.
3.  Upon completion of each novel, the student will take a computerized comprehension test.  The student must pass the test in order to earn the points that the book is valued.  The student should attempt to earn 25 points worth of books.  These points are 50% of the Accelerated Reader grade. 

 3.  Additionally, each week, the student will complete a Reader’s Response form that ties the curriculum to the novel.  The Reader’s Response Forms are worth 50% of the Accelerated Reader Grade.

4.  The two halves of the grade are combined to achieve the Accelerated Reader grade.
5.  If a student accumulates all 25 test points before the quarter’s end, he or she may not start on the next quarter’s points.  The student is expected, however, to continue to bring appropriate novels to read in class.
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7.  Each student is expected to have his or her novel in class EVERYDAY.  During “lag” time within the class, students may wish to use their time wisely by reading their novels.  Books may also be brought home to read.  The novel that the student checks out in his or her name is treated as a textbook and is the responsibility of that student.  Any lost books must be paid for or replaced by another of the same book.

